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CLAIMS AS AMENDED 


No. after 

For amendment 


No. paid for 
previously 


Present 
Extra 


Rate 


Fee 


Total Clainis 53 


-53* 


0 


$50,00 


S 0.00 


Indep. Claims 15 


- 15** 


0 


S200.00 


$ 0.00 


Mult. Dep. Claims Fee (if not previotisly paid) 






S360.00 




One -month Extension of Time 






$120.00 




Two-month Extension of Time 






S4S0.OO 




Three-monih Extension of Time 






$1,020.00 




TOTAL ADDmONAL FEE FOR THIS AMiSNDMENT 






$0.00 


S«ai«r of twcn^ Or number for wim;h fee has ^tn paid. ^— — — 



IS No additional fee is required. 
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RESPONSE 

This responds to the Office action dated February 13, 2006, Claims 1-53 are pending in 
the application. The Examiner has divided the claims into six groups and required an election of 
one group under 35 U.S.C. §121. Table 1 below shows the claim groups as currently restricted 
by the Examiner. 



Group I 


Clajms 1, 2, 4. 14-17, 27-30, and 42-51 


Group TI 


Claims 3 


Group III 


Claim 5-8, 18-21, 31-34, 52, and 53 


Group IV 


Claims 9-1 1. 22-24, and 35-37 


Group V 


Claims 12-13, 25-26, and 38-39 


I Group VI 


Claims 40 and 41 


Tabid 



APDlicants elect Croup lU with travenie. 
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The Present Application SHoul^ Be E^aminetl in its Entire^ Because Suck Exan^ination Can 

Be Made Without Serious Burden 
According to M.P.E.P. § 803. "If the search and exanunation of an entire application can 
be made without serious burden, the examiner must exan,ine it on the merits, even though it 
includes claims to independent or distinct inventions." Applicants have reviewed the application 
and have concluded that examination of the entire application can be made without serious 
burden. For example, Office actions (mailed 12/23/03, 8/12/04. 3/29/05, and 7/21/05) had 
ab^ady been issued prior to the present Office action. Each Office action included claim^by- 
clajm rejections. Therefore, the Examiner has already ... mined ...h .i.,-^ ^.^u., 
examination should not warrant serious burden. Furthermore, two of Applicants' ,-esponscs to 
the Office actions, ippluding the mo.^ rer^t r..p nn.. ,„.>...,d no .i.ir. .^^h^.... ^ssuch 
continued examination of the claims that have ahcady been folly examined at least once (and for 
many of the claims, multiple times) should pose no serious burden on the Examiner. 
Accordingly. Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement. 

The Present Application Should Be Examined in its Entirety Because Alt of the Claims Recite 

a Similar Term 

Applicants respectfuUy submit that all of the claims in the present application recite 
either "connectivity strength," "connectivity." or "munber of connections." Since all of the 
claims recite one of these three similar terms. Applicants respectfully submit that the application 
should be examined in its entirety. Acconlingly, Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction 
requirement. 



Claim Groups/, n, lU, and IV Should At Least Be Examined TogetherBecauseAUofthe 
aaims in These Groups Have an Identical Term in Common 
Although all of the claims should be examined together for reasons explained above, the 
Examiner's separation of claims of groups I. II, m. and IV into separate groups should not be 
done. Claims of these groups should be combined because aU of the claims in these groups 
recite the identical term "connectivity strength.- Accordingly, these claims should all be 
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examined with the elected group in claims by the Examiner in the unlikely event that the 

Examiner disagrees with the above reasons for examination of aU of the claims. 

Conclusion 

Applicants respect&Uy submit that the present application is in condition for allowance 
and such action is respectfully requested. 
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